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of SS. Peter and Paul, on the opposite side of the water.    This danger
was scarce over when on the Friday following many ran to see certain
horse-races, and on Holy Saturday to games exhibited at the theatre.
The good bishop was pierced to the quick with grief, and on the next day,
Easter Sundav, preached a most zealous and eloquent sermon against the
games and shews of the theatre and circus.    Indignation made him ijpt
so much as mention the paschal solemnity;   but by an abrupt exordium
he burst into the most vehement pathos, as follows:   "Are these things
to be borne:   Can they be tolerated? I appeal to yourselves, be your own
judges.   Thus did God expostulate with the Jews/'1    This exclamation
he often repeated to assuage his grief.   He put the people in mind of the
sanctity of our faith;  of the rigorous account we must give to God of
til our moments, and the obligation of serving him incumbent on us from
his benefits, who has made for us the heaven and earth, the sun, light,
rivers, &c.   The saint grieved the more because, after all, they said they
had done no harm, though they had murdered not only their own souls,
but also those of their children,    " And how will you," said he, " after
this approach the holy place?   How will you touch the heavenly food?
Even now do I see you overwhelmed with grief, and covered with con-
fusion.   I see some striking their foreheads, perhaps those who have not
finned, but are moved with compassion for their brethren.    On this
ircount do I grieve and suffer, that the devil should make such a havoc
in such a flock.   But if you join with me, we will shut him out.   By what
means ?   If we seek out the wounded and snatch them out of his jaws*
Do not tell me their number is but small:  though they are but ten, this
is t great loss:  though but five, but two, or only one.    The shepherd,
leaving ninety-nine, did not return till he had completed his number by
recovering that sheep which was lost.   Do not say, it is only one;  but
remember that it h a soul for which all things visible were made; for which
laws were given, miracles wrought, and mysteries effected;   for which
God spared not his only Son*   Think how great a price hath been paid
for this one sheep, and bring him back to the fold.   If he neither hears
your persuasions nor my exhortations, I will employ the authority with
which God hath invested me/ * He proceeds to declare such excommunicated,
The consternation and penance of the city made the holy pastor forbear any
further censure, and to commend their conversion.   Palladius writes that
be had the satisfaction to see those who had been most passionately fond
of the entertainments of the stage and circus, moved by his sermons on
t&it subject, entirely renounce those schools of the devil   God is more
glorified bf one perfect soul than by many who serve him with tepidity.
Tlictefore, though every individual of his large flock was an object of his
tender tffection and pastoral concern, those were particularly so
* Mick vi3: